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INT, 


CONVOY 


, theStrongeſt 
E/L PER: 


edin a Valedicory 


SERMON, 


Before the Right Honourable 
S Tromas Bexnvisn Baronet, * 
a5 


SEES 


His Majeſties Ambaſſadour, now reſident with 
che Grand Seigneur at Conſtantinop/e, 


Delivered in Dions is Back hwrch, 


; By Narnankyur's An DYy, 
: Preacher cothar Pariſh. 


all fight ainft thee, but they ſhall nx prevail again thee, fo Lay 
; Ear: the Lord, to deliver thee, Jer.1.19. Pf _ 
E And he ſaid, My preſence ſhall go with thee, and 1 will give thee re, Exq,33:1 54 
& Nop. plus valer ad deijciendum terrena, peena, quam ad cxignantueyt ivina -Y 
rutela, Cyp« 

po regs gener: ad omnem cujuſcunq; modi neceffiratem aperra 
£ "nobis urbs confugii, &nus macris cxpanſus eſt, parara ſunt foramina 
—peieXzpar patent viſcera miſgricordia Det noſtci, Bern. © 50 


OR 


LONDON 


for Nathanarl Web, nnd William Grantham, 2t the 
fora Black Bear in Paw/i Church: yard, near the 
Ulery Hoes 1653. 
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The Right Haaall /\ wager heVer- 


Sir Thomas Bendiſh Baroxet, \ en ae 


Hi Majeſties Ambaſſadonr, ve- / Lady, the Lady «nc 
fideu wah the Grand Se'gneur as Benxdiſh, his afe&ionare 
Conttantinople. Conſort. 


Encreaſe of Grace, Length of daies, 
and Erernity of Glory, 


My Lord, 

S4& 5 Hat abundant , [VE Our goodufoe 

ZJ FF experience you | No 6/11 accepted thr 
= 1-24 have had of | js Sermon from 

7F? [234 @! Divine prote- | x the Puljit , 
SDS ion, 1s w] D and your plea. 


ſroall cauſe both to you of | fare hath now commanded it 
gratulation, and your friends | #9the Preſſe ;, as being deſi- 
of congraculation. | 708 often to view, with a 
Had it not been the Lord who | Religious eye, what once yew 
was on my fide ( may your heard with a reverend car; 
Honour now ſay ) Had not | ſuch asit s I here humbly 


fide, the waters had overmbelms- | ceptance. 

ed me, and the proud waves| The box indeed i mean, 

had gone over may ſoul. There | but the Fewel precious ; the 
needed | A 2 faſhion 


—__—_— 


The Epiſtle 


needed no more, and it could 
be.no lefſe then a powerfull 
providence which hath made 
your paſſage proſperous, and 
{crtlemenr glorious. 

How truly then may you 
take upthatexpreſſion of holy 
Fob, I have heard of thee by the 
hearing of the ears , but now 
mine eyes ſeeth thee, Since that 


amiable promiſe of Gods fa. | 


vourable preſence with his 
people, which you heard with 
comfort imperiecly explain- 
ed in this Sermon, you have 
ſeen with joy fully accom- 
pliſhed in your own experi- 
ence:and I doubt nor but you 
ſay ro God with adoration in 
words, not much un!ikethoſe 
the Queen of Sheba ſpake to 
Solomon with admiration, The 
one half of the goodneſle of 
thy preſence,O Lord, was not 
told me, 1o far doe all verball 
Diſcoveries come ſhort of 
Gods reall manifeſtations. 


| 


faſhion homely , but the ſluffe 
4; ;the cheſt iron, but yo 
treaſure gold : The manner 
of handling plain and deſpi- 
cable, but the matter there- 
mn contained Divine and coms 
fortable, 

The rath is, the muſt 
reviving Cordiall to 3; 
fainting ſpirit, and effe- 
nal CAntidite againit the 
| deadlieſt afflictions, is the 
operative preſence of a pro- 
pitious God. It & onely the 
aſiurance of Divine favony 
towards us, can ſwerten 
every condition to u5 ;, and 


as the obſerving eye . of 
an Omni-preſent God & 


a juf# Ground if awfall 
reverence, ſo the preſer- 
ving aſpec# of an Ompips- 
tint Father, is a ſure foun- 
dation of 4a joyfull confi- 
Arne. 

A famil.ar Demonſty a- 


tion of ths Dodtrine s 


And ſurely what ſhould , tbe ſutjei? of this enſuing 
move your Lordfhipto dcfire| Diſcourſe, the fight where - 
a repreſentation of this weak, of / am confident was 
Diſcourſe I know not, unleſs | much the more deſired by 
chat you might ſee how that | and will be welcome to you, 


Doctrine which is here dark- | bow niuch your own ob- 


ly 


ſervation 


ms, 


ly iluſtrated, hath beento you 
{uperabundantly verified. 

I lircle thought ſuch an un- 
poliſhed piece ſhould ever 
have been expoſed to publike 
views; but Gratitude . hath 
taught me rather to undergoe 
the Worlds harſh cenſire, 
then incur your Lordſhips juſt 
diſpleaſure, 

And in:lced, though ir 
gr:atly troubleth methart in 
publiſhing theſe rude notes 1 
muſt ſer torth my ignorance, 


yet withall it much rejoyceth 


Dedicatory. 


ervatios can plentifull 
_ its —__— _— 
Indeed though faith muſt 
beleerve above , nay, 4gainſt 
ſenſe : yet ſenſe is a ſingular 
ſupport of faith. Divine 
Promiſes are then muſt 
plainly underſtood, ſtedfaſts 
ly beleeved , and joyfully 


peruſed, when we have be- 
held them gractouſly full- 


| filled, 


May your joyous expe- 
riments of the CAlmigh- 


ties preſence with and for 


me thar I have an opportunity | yow , be ſtil multiplied : 


by theſe lines ro acknowledge 


your pious Aſoarances of 


your Muncficence. What a' his Favour be more en= 
bountifu!'l Mecenas your Ho- | larged, and by the caſt- 


nour hath ever been to the 


ing in of this mite imo 


Tribe of Levi, thoſe who your Spirituall Treaſury , 
have had the happineſle of | « further addition to your 


your acquaintnnce, and my 
ſelfthe meincſt among them, 
cannot bur teſtifie with grate- 
fullnefle: But I well know 
you lovenot thateither your 
vertues or favours ſhould be 
openly proclaimed, and like 
the fixed ſtars,the hizherGou 
hath ſer you, the lefſe you de- 
fireto ſeem. I ſhall therefore 
eura Praiſes into Praiers, and 


en- f 


comforts be vouchſafed. 

What a ſweet odour your 
Honours vertues have left 
behinde you, muſt paſſe over 
in ſilence, as knowing, your 
diſcreet Jeal , ſincere piety, 
courteous affability, and be- 
nign charity, are allcrowned 
with that modeſt humility, 
whichwill not endure a Pub- 
lication. 


How 


p——— _ WY —_—_——.. 


"The Epiſtle Dedicacory. 


endeayour to pay my mani-| 

fold obligations tro you, in de- 
vout ſupplications for you. 

May that gracious preſence 

—— of the Almighty, which hath 

hitherto gone before you, till 

accompany you, to make your 

froubles few, comforts many, 4- 

bode quiet return ſafe, life long, 

death happy, elettion ſure, and 


ſatvationcertain.For all which | 
he ſhall ſtill implore the | alin rea! complement to ſub- 
Throneof Grace, whois, | ſcribe my ſelf, 


How much 1 am your Lady- 
ſhips debtor by thoſe liberal 
reſpetts your favor hath caſt 
upon me, my flender Ouill 
cannot expreſie, A# the re- 
turn I ſhall or can render is, 
firſt 10 make mention of you 
and yours in my Praiers to 
God, next to engrave your 
beneficence in the Table of 4 
thankful memory ; and with- 


Your Honours greatly obliged, and 
humbly devoted Servant, 


NaTtrananlt Harp; 


—. 


' £m franſieris, and underſtand them literally, they referre 


- allthoſe whoeither oo publique emploiments, or their own 
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I's a tan the 43. the former part of the 
ſecond verſe. - 


When thou paſſe throwgh the waters, 1 will be with 
thee, and through the rivers , they ſhall not over- 
flow thee. | 


a= Comfortable Scripture written like Ezeckzels 
=& Scrole, intwe & 4 tergo, Without and within z 
without, in verborum folizs ; within, 5 radi- 
_ ce rations, without in the hiſtory, withio in 
the myſtery ; without in the letter, within in 

the Spirit : that is as the golden Pot, this 3s the hidden Man» 
na; that a the (hell and mother of Pear], this as the CIfare 

garite contained in it. 

IF with ſome we reade the Verſe in the PreterperfeR ctenſe 


to that miraculous prefence of God with, and preſervation 
of his people 7/rart, when they paſſed chrough the waters 
of the Red Sea, and the River /ordan, both which werc 
wonderfully divided, that ſo the //-ac/ites might have a pal- 
fage to ({#*44», and thus they are a (eaſonable camfort to 


lawfull affairs, paſſe the greac waters, as being from heace 
| warranted 


Lap. C4. 


Ccult. 


warranted to expe, though; not ſuch a miraculons; yer a 


gracious preſence of God with them, 


If with others we reade the words in the Future tenſe 
cum tranfierts, and conlter them Allegorically, they referre 
to the Babylonian Captivity ; in which God promiſeth v0 
be with them, and thereby to deliver them ; and fo they are 
fiely applicable ro the Church of God, and every member 
thereof in all ages, afſuring her of Gods powerfull-aſſiſtance 
in her paſſage through the waters of tribulation to the hea- 
venly 7ers/alerm ; this later conſtruRion is doubtleſſe moſt 
conſonant to the Text, and therefore ſhall be chiefly inſiſted 
On, yet Withall I ſhall in the cloſe touch upon the former, as 
beſt agreeing to the preſent occafion, 

Bur to unlock the Metaphor of the Text, conceive the 
World as a Sea full of waters, the Church as a Ship fail- 
ing in this Sea, paſſing through thoſe waters, perſecutions 
as the windes that raiſe the waves, and endanger the over- 
whelming of the Ship; norwithſtanding which, having 
the Crofſe of Chriſt for her main Maſt, the ſacred promi- 
ſes to be her Cablas, the graces of Faith, Hope, and Pati- 

ence as her Anchors, pure and holy aftcRions as her Sails, 
and the gentle winde of the Spiric to favour her ; finally, 
having the Word for her Helm, and God for her Pilor, ſhe 
ſails ſecurely, and at laſt arrives fafely at the haven of hca- 
ven ; When thow paſſeſt through the Waters, I Will be with 
thee, &C. | 

The words you fee are dwlciſ/ima promiſſio, a ſweet and 
gracious promiſe, wherein you have conſiderable, 

I, The excellency of the blefling promiſed; 7 will be 
With thee. 

2. The ſcaſonablenefle of the time when it ſhall be ac« 
compliſhed, When thou paſef through the waters, bet” 4 
3- The felicity of the benefic procured. by it, rhey Sal 
not overflow thee, | 

Nothing more amiable then Gods preſence, bis preſence 
is never more comfortable then when we paſſe through the 
waters, and the power of chat preſence in chaſe waters ap- 


Pears 


The ſafeſt Convoy, or WEIOD 


The Hrongeſt Helper. = 


— — — 


molt admirable, in that they do not overflow us, + 

If you pleaſe to call the Church a Ship, you have obſer. 
vable her Voyage, her Pilote, her Succefle ; the Voyge 
perillous, the Pilote glorious, the Succefſe proſperous ; the 
Voyage full of danger, the Pilote full of skill, the Succefle 
full of comfort: there is a neceſſity of the Voyage, we 
muſt through- the waters, there is a certainty of the Pilote, 
God wi# be With ws, and ſecurity in the Succeſle, the Rivers 
ſhall not overflow thee. 

o if you will, cake notice in the Text of theſe three ge- 
nerals. 

Pericul; ſuppoſetio, an imminent danger ſuppoſed, hen 
thow paſſeſt through the waters. 

"m4 promiſſio, eminent help promiſed, 7 will be With 
thee. 

Beneficii poſitio, permanent ſafety aſſured, they ball nor 
over flow thee. 

; Yet once more, and in this method I (hall handle the text: 
ere is 

I, The Churches outward condition, that is dolorons ; 
When thow paſſeſt through the Waters, and throngh the ri- 
vers, 

2. Her ſafe preſervation io that condition, and that is 
Joyous, they [ball not overflow thee. 

3, The cffeQual cauſe of her ſafe preſervation in that af- 
flited condition, namely Gods gracious preſence : / will be 
with thee, 

It cannot be but the Saints of God ſhould paſſe through 
waters, though they paſſe through them, yet they fhall not 
be plunged into them : and the reaſon of this ſafety is, be- 
cauſe God is with them, choſe are the three rivulers in- 


, to which the fountain of this text powrs it ſelf, through 


each of which, whileſt my diſcourſe and yoar attention (hall 
paſſe, let our prayer be, that Gods gracious preſence may 

be with us, as the water of life may overflow our hearts 
andfrufitic our lives to his glory and our comfort, and ſo I 


"I. B The 
. nd & 
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' The 1.Gen. 


Ex0.15.23. 


Numb. 10.13. 


Pl[a.226.5. 


Iſa. 30+ 20, 


Atvaren texte 


The Charches dolorous condition expreſt in thoſe words, 
F hen thou paſſeſt through the Waters. 

There are two ſortsof waters through which every Saine 
mult paſſe,the waters of contrition and afflition, of inward 
ſorrow end outward trouble, thoſe we may call the waters 
of Marah, repentant tears being full of birternefſe, and yer 
ſweerned by caſting in the tree of the croſle ; theſe the wa- 
ters of CMeribab cauſed through the ſpirit of contention in 
wicked men, which makes them ſtrive with, and ſet them- 
ſelves againſt Gods people, to paſſe through thoſe is our 
duty, through theſe our miſery : ro the one we are invi- 
red, for the other we muſt be/prepared : thoſe the Prophet 
Jeremy maketh the matter of his deſire. O 1hat:my head were 
Waters, and mine eyes 4 fountain of tears, Jer.g. theſe the 
Prophet David maketh the objeR of his complaint, Hear 
me O God, for the Waters are come into my ſoul, Pſal.69. 
Finally, thoſe God promiſerh as a mercy to- his people, 
Fer.31.6. They ſhall come With Weeping, and I will cauſe them 
to Walk by the rivers of Waters : indeed, no coming unta 
God for mercy, but by the waters of godly ſorrow for 
our ſins, Theſe are ſuppoſed in the text as a danger, to which 
the Church hath alwaies been expoſed in this life, when thox 
paſſeſt throwgh the Waters, | 

Many are the reſemblances to which the Scripture com- 
pares the afflitions of che Church, but none more common 
then this of waters ; inthe thirticth of this Prophecy, we 
finde breed and Water joyned together, rhe one whereof is 
eaten, and rhe other drank, to teach us that aMiRions are as 
needfull for us as the food by which we are nouriſht, in this 
Verſe we finde fire and water joyned together, through both 
which the Church is forced co paſſe, fometimes materially, 
however avalogicully, 

It is the obſervation of one upon the Text,that the greateſt 
dangers of life come to us from thoſe things which are moſt 
needfall for us: without water and fire life cannot be pre- 
ſerved, and-yet by them it is often endavgered, and ſarcly as 
a man canaot live without theſe, ſo neither can the _ 

With= 


— 


The firongeſt Helper. 


ht 


without afflition, Nor only are afflitions in generall, bur 
perſecutions in ſpeciall repreſented by theſe waters, ſo the 
Church groaning under the fury of her ervemies,cricd out,thar 
the Waters flowed over her, Lam.3.54. and Sions adverſaries 
are called by the Pſalmiſt, prond Waters, Plal. 126. 5. Nor 
do theſe waters oply exprefle ordinary or cafie, but vio» 
lent and outragious perſecution. Naubum «lementorum 
aqua & 1gni ad necendum potentims, Of all Elements 
fire and water are the moſt mercilefſe, and the water 
is more yehement then fire z ſince fire may be querche 
by water, but waters cannot be reſiſted by any humane 
force : thus are wicked mens opprefſions full of cruelty. 
The Wiſeman ſaith, That their texder mercies are cruel- 
#5, how much more then their crucltics? And as we finde 
mention of waters, ſo rivers of waters noting the variety and 
perpetuity of the Churckes troubles. Multitudes of drops 
concur to make up a River, and yet not one but many Ri- 
vers mult be paſſed through : ſtanding pools are ſoon dry, 
but Rivers run continually, Sorrows ſeldome come alone, it 
was 70bs complaint that God brake in upon him with breach 
wpon breach, and David, that one deep cated npon another, at 
the noiſe of the water-Sjonts ; and Pant, that he Was in perils 
often by Sea, by Land, in City, in Countrey : that complaint 
of Megara in the Tragedian jultly befits the Church : Nx#a 
lux nnquam mibi ſecura fuit, finu alterivs mali grads ef 
futari, wicked mens malice is boundlefle, no wonder, S5- 
ons troubles are laſting, and the end of one miſery proves 
the fore-runner of anothcr : ſo true is that of the Apoſtle, 
through many tribulations We muſt enter into Goats King» 


But whence, may ſome ſay, are theſe waters and rivers ? 
I anſwer z 

Partly from the bottles of Heaven above, which being 
opened, pour out Waters upon the carth, affiiZ?i0n comes not 
ont of the duſt, nor befals us by chance, bur by divine pro- 
vidence, thoſe crueltics to which the Saints are expoſed, by 


 Whomſoever ated, are by on diſpoſed, both the abun- 
2 


dance 


Fcult. 


Proy. 16,19; 


Job 16.14. 

Pſal.42.7. 

2 Cor. 11.25, 
26. 

Sen. T'rag- 


AR. 14-22, 


Job 5. 6. 
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The ſafeſt Comvny, or 5 


Uſe. 


dance and continuance of thoſe waters arefat his appoint- 
ment: true it is, the waters that fall from the clouds above, 
are bred of the vapours that aſcend from the earth below, 
and it is our fivs that are the cauſe of all croubles, which are 
ſent by God upon us, we deſerve, he inflits, we provoke, 
he chaſtiſeth, our iniquities are the meritorious, his equity 
the efficient cauſe of all calamity. 

Partly, as many Rivers are fed by Springs out of the 
bowels of the earth; ſo theſe waters ariſe out of the depths 
of hell; it is Satan that opens the fountain of malice in 
wicked mens hearts, whence the ſtreams of oppreſſions 
flows upon good men heads; it is the winde of diabolicall 
inſtigation which raiſeth che waves, encreaſeth the water, 
augments the rage of Zions adverſaries ; thus both heaven 
and hell concurre to the ſending forth of cheſe waters, but 
cn a different ground, and to a different end ; God juſtly, 


 Satanunjuſtly ; God for our fins, the devil for our righte- 


ouſacſle, Finally, Gods end is cocleanſe our filth,and waſh 
away our pollutions , the devils to overwhelm our perſons, 
and fink us into the depth of miſery, 

To apply this. Oh let us be wiſe to look for and pro- 
vide again(t cheſe (labby ſteps in our Chriſtian race, he thac 
goes to Sea walt reſolve befote-band tomeet with many a 
cold blalt, daſhing wave, rolling tempeſt ere he come to his 
harbour : ler all who engage for heaven do the like, fir 
down and conſider what pains and ſufferings it mult coſt 
them ere they come thicher, by this means we ſhall the lefſe 
fear, and the better bear croubles when they come, pre- 
meditars mali mok# ittus , that evil which is fore-thoughe 
of by us, will prove the more eafic tous: They ſay of the 
Baſilisk, that if it firſt ſee a man, it kils him; but if che man 
fickt (ee ir,he is ſafe : let it be our prudence to foreſee evils ere 
they come, that we may the better undergo them when they 
come, and ſurely if we conſider things aright, we have no 
rcaſon to be diſcouraged at thele waters : for 

I. It is an Argument we are in the dire& way to 
our Countrey , the path to hell is miry through corru- 
ptions, 


The ſtrongeſt Helper. 


ptions, to Heaven watery through afflitions: Saint Pavls 
afſertion is univerſall, Al that Will live godly in Chrif 
eſis ſhall ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim. 3.12, Chriftianus nou 
et, qui now crucianus : Chriſtianity enticles her profeſſors 
to the croſſe, the way to bliſle is not (ſtrewed with Roſes, 
but hedged with thorns : he that lives in pleaſure and en- 
joys the worlds favour, may well ſuſpeR himſelf as a wan- 
derer inthe broad way ; but he that findes hatred and per- 
ſecution from ungodly Samaritanes, may at leaſt probably 
conclude himſelf in favour with God, and a Traveller in 
the way to Jeruſalem, | 
2+ It is but a paſſing through, not a dwelling in, the wa- 
ters. Afflitions may be violent, they ſhall not be permanent. 
Athbanaſins (aid of the perſecution in his time, it was A #- 
becula cit> tranſitwra, a cloud that ſhould ſoon vaniſh, a 
ſhowr that would quickly ceaſe, The wicked are faid to 
dwell with devenring fire, the faithfull only paſſe through ; 
the Scriptures uſuall Metaphor reſembles Saints to fra 
gers and pilgrims, who only paſſe through or ſojourn for a 
rime,but make no long ſtay, why ſhould they wonder at or 
be troubled with that ill uſage they finde in their paſſage? The 
world is fitly compared to a Sea,and the Sea isno place to 
continue in ; dangers we mult expe to meet with ſo long as 
we are (ailing but that ſailing, will not be long. And 
3. Conſider not ſo much through what, as whither thou 
paſſeſt, look beyond the waters to che ſhore, the paſſage is 
calamitous, the Countrey where thou art going florious ; it 
is ro poſſeſſe thy inheritance, and receive thy crown, Olet 
the ſweerne(ſe of the end mitigate the badnefſe of the way, 
and the plcaſantnefſe of the Countrey make amends for the 
rediouſneſſe of the journey. Finally, know to thy comfore 
thou ſhalc pafſe through theſe waters, no remora (ball with- 
hold, nor contrary windes impede thee, though thou maiſt 
be moleſted, yer not overfiown by thoſe waterszwhich leads 
to the ſecond General], 
The Churches preſervation in her afflited condition, they 
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1 Pet. 2411, 


The 2.Gn. 


foal not over flow thee, babet unumquodque periculum wnde the aſc, in los. 
, Lad 


3 WEAFRY. 
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aearer 3 every thing threatens its peculiar danger, which 
«makes us fear the fire burning, the water drowning ; 
but quod liz exitio ipſis innoxium, that which is de- 
truRive to others ſhall not be burtfull ro the Church, 
let perſecntions be as fire yet the Church is like fo. 
ſes Buſh, which was burne but not conſumed : let them 
be like waters, the Church ſhall be as Noaks Ark, 
which {till aroſe higher as the waters encreaſed, theſe waters 
may ariſe from the ankles to the knees, from the knees 
to the breaſt, from the breaſt to the chin, but they ſhall never 
overflow the head : collo lices renus mergaris non patior te 
onnino demergi, premendgys es non perimendus, we muſt be 
waſht, we muſt not ſink, cruſht we may be, killed we ſhall 
not be. The boul or bladder may be dipt, cannot be drown= 
ed ; the houſe that is built upon the rock may be ſhaken but 
cannot be overthrown, and they that ruſt in the Lord, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, ſoall be as mount Zion that cannot be me» 
ved; Excellent to this purpoſe is that of S. Pax, We are 
troubled on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed ; perplext, but not in de« 
ſpair ; perſented,but not for ſaken ; cat down,but not deftroyed, 
2 Cor.4.8,9. And again inthe (ap. 6. 9,10. ef: dying, and 
Jet behold we live ; as chaſtened, and not killed; as ſorrowfull,zet 
alwaies rejoycing. Thas have the Saints found life in death, 
comfort in ſorrow, ſafety in danger, and though the waters 
have been about them, yet they could not come over them ; 
true it is, we finde the Prophet complaining, that the Waves 
and billows Were gone over him, Plal, 42.7. And the Church 
uſeth the like expreſſion, where ſhe ſaith, tbe Warers flowed 
over my head, Lam, 3,54. So may yon have ſometimes 
ſeen the ſurly waves over-topping the ſhip,and yet at laſt the 
ſbip ariſing above the waves, or a skilfull ſwimmer diving 
into the River, but coming forth again; and thus, the Church 
though ſhe be not only wet in the ſhallow bur caſt into the 
deep, bound in the priſon but thrown into the dungeon, yer 
all this is only for a time; and after all, ſhe (ball come forth 
gloriouſly : indeed like the palm tree, the more ſheis oppreſt 
the mere ſhe ſpreads, like the Camomil the more ſhe is trod 
upon 
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upon ſhe groweth the faſter,and her greateft ſufferings prove 
not exitiall but medicinal, Nor is this leſſe true of every 
Saint in particular then of the Church in generall, 7» tbe » 
flouds of many Waters they hall not come nigh him, ſaith D a= 
; h- vid of a godly man, P/a. 5 2.7. And ſurely if they ſhall nor 
| come nigh him, much. lefle (hall they overflow him, they 
| may come nigh his, but not him : theſe waters may fink his 
| {tate, his goods, his comforts, nay, his |fs ; but not his ſoul 
Which is bimlclt. eAnaxarcys told the Tyrant, when he Tunde tunde, 
beat him in a mortar, it was only the casker, he could not animes 
rouch the pearl; ſuchis all the power that wicked perſecu- ** 5: 
rors have over ours,not us,the body not the ſoul,they are but 
fleſh and can do nothing but to the fleſh, our berter part re» 
mzios ſecure, ſo that though they may ſometime foyl, yet 
they (hall never wholly overthrow the Saints, 
| To apply this, Hence thea all carnall fears, diſtrafting | V(e+ 
thoughts, and deſpairing terrors,afflitions may rile high bat 
we (hall till riſe above them, nay, let us know to our com- 
fort, that whery the night is darkeſt , the day-break is 
neareſt, and when the waters flow the higheſt, they will 
1 beginne tocbbe. What need the Mariner fear the great- 
| eſt ſtorm , when he knows'ir (ball not ſplic his Shippe ? 
Why ſhould che Souldier be diſmayed at the ſharpeſt com» 
bate when he is ſure to win the field > Why ſhould any the 
oreateſt dangers diſtraRt the Sainr, when be hath a promiſe 
chey ſhall not overcop him. True it is, the rod of the wic- 
ked may be painfull co the righteous, bat it ſhall not reſt 
upon him: Exercemur ſed eripimur, impetimur non obruj. Cat. 
mny ; God may ſuffer tribulations to exerciſe our graces, he 
will not ſuffer them to overwhelm our perſons, To end 
| this, O ſce the bappy condition of the godly. Wicked men 
are drowned in ſweet: honey, while the righteous eſcape 
through the bicter waters, the profþerity of the fool ſlates 
him, the adverſity of the wiſe betrers him: good thipgs 
youve offenſive to the bad, the worlt things ſhall not be 
eſtruive to the good. Well might Saint Pas! fay 
in the name of himſelf, and the reſt of the Saints, Nay, - 


The Tafeſt Convoy, or 


The 3. Gen, 


Exck.48.35. 


Rey.1.13-. 


M ale- 


all theſe things we are more then conqueroxrs, Rom. 8, 37. 
and if we will know the reaſon of all this, he addeth 
in that verſe, through bim that loverh ur, and the Text 
ſpeaketh not much unlike, God is with us, which leades 
to the 

Third and main part of the Text, Gods gracious pre- 
ſence, the effRuall cauſe of the Churches preſervation, 7 
Will be With thee, 

There is a double preſence of God, the one geveral,, the 
other #eciall ; the one with the world, the other with his 


Church ; the one quatenus immenſus, by the immenlity of | 


his Efſence ; the other quarenus benevolns, through the be. 
nevolence of his love ; the one is a Monitor to duty, the o- 
ther a cordiall againſt miſery, In the former ſenfe God is not 
only with the good but the bad ; yea, all bis creatures, Ac- 
cording to the latter, he is only with his Church, co her ics 
only promiſed, and on her it's only conferred ; it is the name 
which the Prophet giveth the holy City, MDW NM? the 
LORD wthbere; and Jo x n ſaw Chriſt in a Viſion wal- 
king in the midſt of the ſeven Candleſticks, the Church 
being alwaics the place of Gods peculiar reſidence : and 
according to the double conſideration of the Charch, God 
vouchſafeth a double preſence, (he is either triumphant or 
militant, reigning or warring, and God accordiogly is pre- 
ſent by glory and grace, majelty and mercy, that he ma- 
nifeſteth ro her in heaven, this on carth, that in the czleſti- 
all Countrey, this while ſhe is ſayling on the tempeſtuous 
Sea ; When thou paſſeſt through the Waters, I Will be With 


ee. 

The end of Gods merciful preſence with his people, is 
not to be as a bare SpeaQator, but as an ative worker, and 
he ſo looks on as that he aRs for his peoples good, when 
they are under evils. Adeft omnibus ſuns ex £quo, verum ope- 
rationes freſentie diver ſimode ſe habent , The operations 
of this preſence are various and excellent, according to 


' the determination of his wiſedom , for his own glory 
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with, he exerciſes towards us, may be juſtly, and are fully 

enumerated in theſe five particulars, He is with us in theſe 

waters, cohibendo, conſervando, conſolando, dirigendo, eri- 
endo, 

What the banks are to the Sex, that his preſence is 
to theſe waters in bounding thew, what the plank is 
to the ſhipwracke Marriner, that is Gods preſence to 
the Saint, carrying him fafe to ſhore, Finally, what a 
Convoy is for the guarding, a Pilote for the guiding 
or the Shippe, and a faithtull friend to comfort in a 
ſtorm, all this is Gods preſence to the Church in her affli- 
Rions. 

x. Godis with us in the waters cabibexdo, to bridle the 
rake of theſe waves, and bound the fury of theſe waters : 
he that ſers bounds to the ſea, ſaying, Hitherto 5t ſhall paſſe 
4nd no further, refirains the power, quiets the rage of 
wicked men, and ſaith, Thus mach they ſhall do and no 
more, Theſe waters ebbe and flow at Gods pleaſure, he 
keeps the Sluce to it them in and out as he will, Sorrus 
is that of che Plalmiſt, Surely, che Wrath of man ſall praiſe 
thee : andthe remainder of Wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain, Pal. 


76.10, Perſecutors are a rod, but in Gods band ; they are 


Lions and Wolves, but chained by his Providence z ſwel- 
ling waters, but bounded by his. commandment, The ac- 
compliſhment of this, as an eff: of Gods preſence,is plain» 
ly intimated by the Pſalmiſt, P/a/.46. 9,11. In the 9, 
verſe he aſſures the ceaſing of warres, the breaking of the 
bowes, the burning of the Charior, that is, to weaken the 
ſtrength, and bridle the malice of Zions enemies, and if 
we would know how this ſhould be effeRed, the anſwer 
is givenatthe 11. verſe, The Lord of Hoſts iu With ws ; and 
yet more fully, the Church acknowledgeth this truth . P al. 
I24+ If it had not bren the Lord had been on our fide, When 
men roſe up againit ns, they had ſwallowed us np quick, and 
the waters had overwhelmed #9, Indeed, it is obly an Al. 
mighty preſence can command and (tiil che proud waves. 


The Story of Cannrw once King of England, is very me- 
C morable, 
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morable, who fitting at a low water upon the river Thames, 
commanded the water it ſhould not come nigh him, bur 
the Tide returning, ceaſed not to riſe higher till it wet his 
feet-; whereupon he went home, and ſer his Crown upon 
the Crucifix at Weſtminſter, Itis none but God can ſtay che 
courſe of the water, and it is the ſame hand muſt ſtop the 
current of wicked mens fury againſt his people : thus God 
was With the three Worthies to quench the violence of the 
fire, with Danie/ to ſtop the mouths of Lions, and with 74- 
cob tobridle his Uncles envy. 

2, God is with us in the waters, conſervando, as to 
bridle them, ſo to preſerve us ; Gods preſence doth not ſe- 
cure from the water, but in the water : fond nature thinks 
that God ſhould not let the winde blow upon his darlings, 
and it Was Giaeons argument, If the Lord be With 1, 
Why hath all this befallen ws ? Judges 6, 13, Admiraba- 
tur quod fimnl ſlarent bec duo, viz, Deum eſſe cum en, 
& pats eos tor mala, He thought the preſence of God, and 
outward evils, to be inconſiſtent : he could not imagine 
that God ſhould be nigh, and trouble near too; herein 
he ſhewed himſelf not $kil'd, ram Arte quam Marte; and 
though a valiant ſouldier, yer a bad Logician : though God 
be with us, yet the waters may come in upon us, but not 
over us, If God be With us, Who can be againſt us ? (aith 
Sairt Paxl: indeed, who will nor be againſt us, but who ſo 
againſt us as to hurt us? thus God is with us ? as Chriſt 
was with Peter, when ready to fink into the Ses, (tretch- 
ing forth his hand to uphold him, The Lord wu With us, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, and what follows, 7 he God of Jacob is 
onr Refage, Plal. 46.7. Divine preſence exempts not from, 
but is a refuge in the ſtorm, Moſes exprefiion is yet fuller, 
T he eternall God #4 thy Refuge, and unarrneath are the ever- 
lafting arms, Deuter, 33-27, A mans hand put under the 
chin keeps him from linking into the waterz much more 
can the armes of a God uphold us in troubles; and there- 
fore theſe two are ficly joyned cogether, Fear thow not, for / 
am With thee, I Will ſtrengthen thee, yea, 1 will help, yea, 1 

Will 
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Will uphold thee With the right hand of my Righteonſneſſe : 
119,431.10, 

3. God is With us in the waters, conſ6/4ndo, to comfort 
our hearts, and refreſh onr ſpirits in the midſt of 2'l aMie 
ctions. When the coldneſlt of the wate:s chils vs, Þc 15 roa» 
dy With faggons of wine to revive us ; when we arc a molt 
fainting under trials, he is at hand with weter of liſe ro 
cheriſh us; this Pavid found verificd in his own expe- 
rience, when in tie middeſt of the ſhadow of death he re- 
ſolves to fear noxe it, becaule God was With him, and 
by ſtaffe did comfort biz, Pla), 23.4, Thus Ged (ſtood by 
Paul, when accuſed wrongfully by his enemies, and brea- 
thed a word of comfort into bis cars, ſaying, Be of good 
chear, AQts 23.11. We reade Geneſis 1. 2, that the Spirit 
of God moved upon the face of the Waters; the Hebrew 
word is Emphaticall, being a Metephor from the Dove that 
fits upon her egges, ch<ilhung chem by her heat, producing 
out of them a l:ving creacure like to her (elf, thereby fig- 
nifying Pre/cntiars nou qual. menngque, ſod amabilem & pe- 
culiariter eff.cacem, that 3miable and <fticacious prefence 
of Gods Spirit whica wrovght fo glorious a Fabrick out 
of that rade Chaos, a fit Embleme of the truth in band, 
jr being the ſame Spirit that moves powerfully and com- 
fortably upon the waters of affliction, producing joyfull et- 
fects out of the ſaddeſt calamities that b« fall his people, 

4. God is with us in the waters, dirigendo, to (teer our 
courſe, guide our paſſage through the troubleſome waves z 
What the cloud by dzy, 2zd the pillar of fire by night was to 
the 1/raelites when they paſſed through the deſolate Deſare 
into Canaan, the {ame is Gods preſence to his people while 
they wander through the wildernefle of this world to hea» 
ven. David tels us God was with him by his rodas well 2s 
by his aff, the Shepherds rod guides and governs the ſheep; 
ſo doth God in troubles dire his people, When Jeboſaaphatr 
knew not What to do, God was with him to adviſe and 
counſell what courſe he ſhould take, and when Elia's ſer» 
vant ſaw no means of MO for- his maſter and him- 
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ſelf from the encompaſſing enemy, God was with him at 
the Prophets praier to open his eyes, that he might ſee his 
2 Kin. 2.6.17, ſuccour, How oft is the Mariner ( when through the dark- 
nefle of the night, or the ſtrangeneſle of the coalt at a loſſe ) 
direRcd to ſteer his courſe by the appearing of a Star, thus 
when Gods people are ſo environ'd about with waters, that 
they can ſee no Land, and darkned by clouds that they can 
ſee no light, then doth his preſence like a Star appear, dire- 
Ring them in the way of ſafety. 
5. Godis with us in the water, eripiendo, to deliver out 
of preſent trials,and reſtore former,or adde better comforts; 
Cbry(s/t. Friendly majeſty is preſent co reſcue oppreſſed innocency, Ic 
Adejt amics jg the promiſe which God himſclf mzkes ro the beleeving 
pm cnn hr = ſoul, 1 will be with him in trouble, and what follows, as the 
- ag bleſſed <ff<& of his preſence, bur liberation and exaltation, 
I will deliver him and hononr him, Pſ3,91 15, It was the 
experience which the Church had of Gods falchfulnefle in 
accompliſhing this promiſe, we Went through fire and water, 
but thow browghteft us out into 4 Wealthy place, Plal, 66, 12, 
Thus is God wich his people, not only ro comfort them io, 
and ſupport them under, but to reſcue them our, and reward 
them afcer all their croubles, according ro that of the Pro» 
pher, er.30.11, / ans with thee ſaith the Lord, to ſave thee: / 
various and miraculous are the means which God uſeth c 
-dcliver his people our of the water, 
Sometimes he provides an Ark as he did for Noah, a 
* Zee, as hedid for a Lot, a Cave as he did for the Prophess, 
hiding his people from-the raging waves, the fury of their 
ENcmMics., 
Sometimcs he ſends a N#y/e as he did for Moſes to take 
him out of the waters,he provides boards, as he did for Paul, 
AR. 1.44. Aandtherelt of his company, when che ſhip was ſplit where- 
Jouab 2.17. by they eſcaped /afe to land: he prepareth a Whale, as for Fo- 
nah to ſwallow him that che Sca might nor devour him; and 
as Arionin Piutarch, being caſt into the waters by the crucl 
Mariners, was brought to thore on « Dolphins back ; ſo he * 
when thrown over-bourd by Gods jultice, was through his 
mercy 
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mercy conveyed to land in a Whales belly : thus doth God 
proſper weak and ſmall means, yea, finde out ſtrange and 
unexpeRted wais for the reſcue of his Saints, 

Sometimes ke divides the waters, 4s be did the red Sea for Evo.14.11. 
Iſrael; he ſers the Churches enemies one againſt another, Jud-223+ >, 
and by dividing, both weakens them, and preſerves his: 
he did for Gideons [mall Army to the CMGdianites mighty 
hoſt, ſetring every mans (word againlt his fellow, 

Sometimes he turneth the ſtreames of the waters, 
changeth the windes, that whereas bcfore they were 
contrary , they become favourable ro the Church, and 
ſerviceable ro her paſſage. Thus was E/as*s heart mollified 
towards Jacob, who in (tead of a devouring enemy be- 
comes an embracing friend, and meets him with. kifles z Gen. 33.4. 
to whom he had intended blows, Thus did /oſepb, ha- 
ving God with him, finde favour in the {ight of the Goa» Gen.3g. 23. 
I:r, co whom he was committed : indeed, what Solowern 
faich, of che Kings heart, is true of all mens, that they are ix Prov.21.:. 
the hands of the Lord as the rivers of waters, and be turns 
them #hitherſoever he Willl : no wonder then, if ſometimes 
he moliifics the obdurate, qualifies the malicious, and melts 
the frozen hearts of wicked men unto love and compaſſion 
towards his ſervants. 

Finally, Sometimes he abates, and wholly dries up theſe 
waters, ſo that the Sea becomes a dry Land, when he leſſens 
the power, takes away the ſting, breaks the horn, and daſhes 
out the teech of the ungodly, ſo that they are not able to 
hurc his Sain:s ; the heat of che Sun diſpels the cloads, and 
dries up the over-flowirg watery, and che preſence of God 
- is many times pleaſed co varquiſh his enemies, ſcatter their 
forces, thereby commanding deliverances for Facob, hows 
ever if he deliver nor out of, be will by theſe waters; if he 
{ave not from trouble,he will make the very trouble a means 
of ſafety, and when they may periſh temporally in the was» 
ters of diſtreſſe, be will yer be with them to ſave them erer- 
nally in tbe manſion of blifle. 

You have ſeen the extent of this comfortable promilc, =_ 
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if any ſhall demand a reaſon of Gods effeual prefence with 
his Church in danger, I anſwer ; 

I. Partly, che Churches near relation ynto him obligeth, 
So much is intimated in the cloſe of the precedent verſe,thox 
art mine, no wonder, we reade in the next verſe, 1 Wl be 
with thee, the Church is a flock, God is the Shepherd : So 
the Pſalmilt, Hear thow Shepherd of !ſrael, which lcad:ſt Jo. 
ſeph /ike a ſbrep x What moreneedfull then the Shepherds 
reſidence with his flock, eſpecially ina time when Wolves 
approach ? the Church is a houſe, and God the owner, fo 
Saint Petey cals her the Honſe of God: where (ſhould a mans 
dwelling ve but in his houſe ? and eſpecially his preſence is 
required when robbers invade it. She is his Spouſe, ard he 
her busband:no relation engageth to nearer union nd fuller 
communion then this 3 one houſe, one board, one bed holds 
the man and wife. Who ſhould defend the woman when 
aflaulted but the husband 2 and will God that is ſpiritually 
married to his people withdraw himſelf, or withhold his 
ſuccour from them ? Finally, ſhe is the Ship, and he her 
Maſtcr ; and though while the Ship is ip harbour, the Maſters 
abience may be diſpenſed with, yet by no means when ſhe is 
ſailing in the deep. 

2: His deer affcRion to his Church inclines bim, Axi- 
24 non #51 animat,. ſed ubi amat ; the ſoul is not ſo mach 
where it livcs, as where it loves : indeed love is affettu wni- 
on#, a deſire of union, it was the wiſh of two fricnds 
to Valce?, thathe would new make them into one : and 
ſurely Gods love co his Church infinitely furpsſling the love 
of any creature, mult needs unite him to, and make him one 
wich her, The Plalmiſt ſpeaking of a righteous man, ren- 
ders this as the reaſon of Gods being with him, becauſe he 
hath /er 4# /owe pon God, but doubtlefle the reaſon holds 
far ſtronger in the other way, . becauſe God hath ſet his love 
upon his Church, therefore he will be with her ; luch is 
Gods tendernefſe toward his people, that were it not for 
his own honour and their good, he would not ſuffer them 
co paſſe through the waters ; ſure then he cannot but be n__ 

them 
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them when they are in the waters, yea, for this cauſe he is 
pleaſed tobring them into depths of miſery, that the glory 
as ofhis power, ſo love, may be heightned in their delivery, 

To cloſe up this truth in a uſefull application, 

I might from hence take occaſion,and thatjuſtly,to beſpeak Uſe, 
theſe waters which encompaſle the Church, 

O ye proud waves why doye roar in impetuous words? 
why do ye riſe in infolent ations againſt $59», and her 
friends Know ye not that all your rage will prove but 
vain and curſed? Can you overtop heaven? then you may 
overthrow the Church z Can you pull God out of his 
Throne? then you may root his people out of the world, 
ao0d not till then 3; Nemo nos [edit nifs qui Deum vincit, ye Auguſt. 
cannot injure the Saints, unlefle ye {trike thorow God z 
God is ſo with us, that he is in the generation of the juſt, qui Pſa. 14.5, 
Eccleſiam impetnnt, Deum petunt, you cannot wound them 
bur you mult wourd God; yea, he is fo with his people, 
that they are ſaid co be in him. It's Davids Charatter of Pſa.91.1; 
a godly man, that he dwelleth in the ſecret of the Moſ 
High, you muſt deſtroy God ere you can deſtroy them. 
God is faid to bray his people rpen Eagles Wings , Exod, 
19.4. It is obſerved of the Exgle, that ſhe carries not her 
young ones in her claws, as other Birds do, but being 
laid upon her ſhoulder, ſhe covers them with the ſpreading 
of her wings, fo that the Fowler who ſhoots at them, 
muſt firſt wound her; rruly they that will injure the Church, 
muſt fic(t fight againſt God, and how vain all ſuch attemprs 
are, even Balaam was convinced of, when he told Balaks 
How ſhall I curſe Whom Ged hath not cur#t ? Numb, 23, 8. 
and therefore ir was his deviliſh policy to ſeparate 1/rae/ 
from God by ſinning, for then he knew he might conquer 
them by fighting: the like thought, no doubc, poſſetled 
Davids encmies, When they ſaid, God hath forſaken him, 
perſecute him, and take him, Plal.71. 11. tacitely acknow- 
ledging, that while God is nigh his people, their enemies 
may purſue, but they ſhall not overtake them, Nor is your - 


rage only fruitleſſe, but curſed ; you eannot wrong them, but 
you 
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you will deſtroy your ſelves. Gather together, oh yon wa- 
eters, but you ſhall be diſperſed, it is che Churches triumph, 
eAſſociate your ſelvrs, O you people, but you ſhall be broken in 
piacesz for God is with w, Know you not that you daſh 
againſt thatrock which will ſcatter you ? Conſider you nor, 
that God hath ſaid of Ziov, 7 Will be the glory in the mid(t 
of her, and a Wall of fire round about her, Zech. 245, Every 
dart you throw againlt this wall will retort apon your ſclyes, 
and the fire will flaſh io your own faces ; tremble then, oh 
tremble to think, that thoſe whom you are againſt, God is 
with. The Waters ſaw thee, G God, the Waters ſaw thee, they 
were afraid. Oh that you would take notice of Gods power- 
full preſence, and abate your ſwelling waves ; but alas ! 
what do I ſpend my breath upon theſe waters, which is 
likely to prove but as a contraty winde, and make them 


rage the more, I leave them therefore, and betake my ſelf in - 


a word of comfort and counfſell to the paſſengers through 

theſe waters. And 
I. See hence what 4 faickfull God ye have te ſtand by 
you, one that will not fail in greateſt need z no ſuch triall 
of a friend as in the time of crouble, it is the too uſual courſe 
of the world, to deal with their friends,as men do with Sun- 
Dials, only look upon them while the Sunne of proſperity 
ſhines; or as women do wich flowers, While they are 
Nouriſhing they pur them in their boſomes, but when 
once withered, caſt them to the dunghill : but the Al» 
mighty deals not fo with. his friends, yea, when our dag- 
ger is greateſt, his help is neareſt ; oft times the caſe is 
ſo deſperate, that friends ſociety can only afford pity, noe 
ſaccour z they may look on, they cannot rake off; but the 
preſence of God is ever ative and powerfull, and whereas 
roe moſt faithfull friends part at death, this friend will not 
then leave us; David knew he would be with bim in the 
ſpadew of death; and Saint Pax aflureth us, neithey 
death, nor life, ſoall ſeparate his love; not onely when we 
walk through the pleaſant meadow of proſperity, but 
when we go through the ſalt watcis of aff. ior, nay, when 
we 


Py 


we paſſe through mare mertuum, the Sex of death, he will be 

with us; it is the deridiog queſtion which the Saints enemies 

put to them in afflition, Vbi Dew, where # now their Ged ? Pial.79, ro, 
bur they may return a confident anſwer, hic Dew, our God Joſh. 1.5. 

is here nigh to us, round about us, in the midſt of us, It was 

his promiſe to Foſbx4, and is repeated by Saint Pas!, as be. 

longing to all the faithfull, 7 will never leave thee nor fore Heb, 13,5, 
fake thee z n double negation among the Greeks denies # «i ot «5, 
more vehemently, much more a five-fold negative, and 5" © #4 ot 
yet ſo emphatically doch the Originall exprefſe it, ro af- $72 
ſure us, that there is no time, nor place, nor want, nor 

—_— nor affliction, wherein Ged will leave or forſake his 

ople, 
my Learn hence the blifefull Rate of a Saint, who hath 
Gods preſence ever with bim 5 nothing makes afliQion 
truly uncomfortable but the want of Gods face; indeed, 
the moſt proſperous eſtate without God, is a curſe, and the Cum Dei fn 
greateſt afflition with God is a bleſſing ; the Saint when ;,,,;; ».tcus 
he wants moſt, he wants nothing, becauſe he hath bim Dc nibil dee 
that bath all things ; pot the brighteſt ſtar can make it day erirþ Deo ipſe 
when the Sunne is fer, not the thickeſt clouds can make it 29% 4eþ1.Cyp. 
night while the Sun ſhines. Ob Divine preſence, thow turneFF 
night into day, frones into bread, and droſſe into gold; thou 
makeſt the Wilderne(e a P ar adiſe, the Cottage a Palace, and 
the Priſon a Manſion; thou art riches in poverty, Wealth in 
wart, a cordial in fickneſſe, an antidote again#t poyſon, light 
in darkgeſſe, and life in death, Shew us the Father, faith Job.'24.8, 
Phil andit ſufficeth : give us thy ſelf Lord, and it is e. 
nough, hell would not be hell if God were there, much leſſe 
can theſe waters make the Saint miſerable while God is 
with him, 

3. Say to thy ſelf with David, Oh thou diſtreſſed Saint, pra,44. ix; 
Why art thou caſt down O my Soul, Why art thon diſquiet- | 
ed Within me ? hope thow in God, and that not only when 
the waters are low, but when they rife to the height, 74y 
Way, O God, 4 in the Sea, faith the Plalmiſt , not onely p,,,,.,,: 
inthe ſhallow River, but in the _ Sea, not only c- _ : 
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leſſer troubles, but inthe greateſt exigences, Seviar mare, 
conturb entur montes, Dens in Eccleſia non dimovebitur, if 
you pleaſe, the Pſalmiſt will Engliſh it ; Though the waters 
roar, though the monntains ſnake, God # in the midſt of ber, 
foe ſoall not be moved, 

Iſ God bewith us, all in God is for us ; favour effeRing, 
power eftcRing, wiſedom direRing, providence proteing, 
and faithfulnefle perfeRing deliverance for us, 

If God be with us, all the creatures are for us; what 
Zebeſhaphat ſaid to Ahab, that God faith unto his Church, 
[ am as thou art, my people as my people, and my horſes as 
thy horſes, 2 King, 3.7. It was the comfort Saint Payl 
gave the Corinthians, and in them all belecvecs. #bether 
Panl, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, 
or things preſent, or things to come, all are yours, and ye 
are Chrifls, and Chriſt ® Gods, 1 Cor. 3.22423. The Angels 
are Ours to guard us, the Miniſters tocomfort us, all crea- 
tures to ſerve us, and ſurely he need not fear the waters, 
that hath the winde and tide on his fide:what trouble ſhould 
diſmay a Chriſtian that hath heaven and earth to ſuppore 
him? no wonder then that we finde the Scripture fo often 
difſwading from carnall fear vpon this ground of Gods ſpi- 
rituz] preſence, Not to multiply inſtances, view 74.10. 
I5,14. Where no lefſe then four times God cals upon his 
Church xet ro fear,upon this argument, becaulc he was with 
ker and would help her- 

Chear up then thou diſconſolate foul, doubt not of the 
Churches fafety in gencraM, 7 be Lord in the midaeft of her 
is mighty, be will /ave, he will rejojce over her with voy, 
Z:ph.3z.17. Deſpair not of chine 0wn preſervation in par- 
ticular, Maior eff Dominus ad protegendum, quam diabe- 
lus ad impugnandum, God is more powerfull co prote, then 
Satan and his inſtruments can be malicious to deſtroy, So 
eruc is that of the Pſalmilt, The Lord oz high i nughtier 
then the noiſe of many Waters : yea, chen the mighty waves 
of the Sea, Phl. 93. 4 1n perſecutionibus. nemo cogitet 
quod periculum Diabolu importet , ſed confoderet quod 
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euxilinm Ders preftat, nec mentem labeſaRtet bumana tne 
feſt atio, ſed corroboret fidem divina proteftio, Confider not 
ſo much thy diltrefle, as thy deliverer, and when mens ma- 
licious combination may affright thee, let divine afſo- 
ciation ſupport thee ; the danger may exceed thy t: fie 
ſtance, but not Gods aſliſtance ; the enemies power may 
ſurpaſle thy ſtrength, their ſubtlery ont- wit thy prudence, 
bur neither can excell the wiſedom and might of God 
that is wich thee, Oh learn, therefore, to try God in his 
ſtrength, ro tralt him in difficulties, and when the merci- 
lefſe waves are ready to ſwallow thee, commit thy (elf co 
his cuſtody. ſos eft naucleri celam afpicere, The Mariner 
in ſtraights looks upto heaven, do thou ſo, and remem- 
ber that when the waters are about thee, the Sunne ſhines 
upon thee, 

But now (me thinks) the defpairing ſoul replies, were I 
ſure God was with me, I (hould not fear, bur the clouds are 
{o thick that I cannot ſee the Sun, my troubles ſo greac that 
I cannot beleeve God is preſent, Bur (tay thou drooping Saint 
and know 

1. God may be with thee though thou ſeeſt bim nor, pre- 
ſumptuous ſinners uhink God is near them when he is farre 
off, doubting Saints think God far off when he is nigh them, 
I remember Facobs ipecch, Surely God #4 3n this place, and 
Thnow it not : and God may be with thee, though thou art 
not aware of it, 

2. God is with his people divers waies, and though in 
one kinde he be abſent, yet in another he may be preſent ; if 
he be not with thee to remove the diſtrefle, yer be may be 
with thee to ſupport thy ſtrength ; chough not to give out- 
ward deliverance, yet co aftord inward comfort ; though 
he doth not preſently rake away the burden from hy ſhoul- 
ders, yet if he enable thee with patience to bear'ic, and de» 
—_—_— wait on him, it is an uvdoubrced argument be is 

i] with thee. 

3- Gods with-drawments from his people in dangers, 

are rather ſeeming then reall ; Des ſnos non negligit, cuns 
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»egligit: when God ſeems moſt to negle@ his people,he doth 
not torſake them, and his end in withdrawing bis ſcoſible 
preſence from them, is that they ſhould run the more ſwifc- 
ly after him, 

4. And laſtly, though God with-dcaw for a time, yet he 
will return at laſt, For 4 ſmall moment have 1 for ſahen thee, 
but With gre at mercies Will 7 gather thee ; ſaith the Lord thy 
Redeemer. I have read a ſtory of a poor man that ſerved 
God faithfully, and yet was oppreſt cruelly, having all his 
goods taken from him by an oppreſſing Knight, whereupon 
he perſwaded himſelf that God Was dead, but going about to 
= a funcral for his God, who had formerly been ſo faith- 
full co him, and now (as he thought) left bim; an old man 
met him and defired him firſt to deliver « Letter unto the 
hands of his oppreflor : upon receipt and peruſall of which 
the Knight was ſo convinced, that immediatly he confeſt his 
faulc, and reſtored the goods which made the poor man ſay, 
now | ſee God may ſeem to ſleep, but can never die : With this 
meditatiov, comfort thy ſelf, O Chriſtian, in the ſaddeſt de- 
ſert/ons, that though God in wiſedom may for a time hide his 
face, yet at laſt he will io mercy life up the light of bis coun- 
tenance apon thee to thy joy, and make bare the arm of his 
power for thy ſuccour, 

4, Since God will be with thee in the waters, do not for- 
ſake God for fear of the waters, ler no tribulation make 
thee diſclaim him who is ready to own thee, it is not ſeldom 
{cen that perſecution cauſeth men co forgo their profeſſion, 
and which argues as liccle policy as piety for fear of a(torm 
rhey run from their ſhelter ; but why O man, doſt thou by? 
indiret waies leck toſave thy (clf, when by cleaving tro God 
thou mailt be ſure of his defence? Oh remeniber that facred. 
Aphoriſm of Azariah to Aſa and his people ; The Lord # 
with you, While you be with bim, but if you forſake him, he will 

forſakz you : ler no d.([tri fl Fright thee trom God, and then 
no diſtrefſe (hall keep God from thee, 

5. Whar's the matter of Gods promiſe, let it be the ſub- 
jcRof thy praicr, and when the waters may encompaſlz 

thee, 
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thee, b:gge of God chatthe will be with thee : it is the 
efficacy of troubles that they drive us to prayer, and it is 
the excellency of prayer that ic brings GOD to us: the 
truth is, God is never ſo farre off, but he is within 
call, when God threatens to go and return to hu place, it is 
bur ei& they ſeek bis face: oh, then by praier in all (traits 
let us go ro God, and God will come to us: ſotrue is thac 
of the Plalmiſt,7 he Lord « nigh unto all thew that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him in :rwth, Pal, 145.18, Indeed 
his own tender mercy is the impulſive cauſe, but our hum» 
ble addrefle is the procuring means of his gracious preſence 5 
negle& nor then ſo facil a duty which will procure ſo need- 
ful} a mercy, and be ſurein thy approaches to God that it be 
his face thou ſeck, before and above all other bleſſings, a 
carnall heart when under afflition only begges deliverance 
from crouble,and regards not the preſence of God, his praier 
is that God wou!d ſend help for him, he cares not whether 
he come to him or no; oh, let thy praters flow from higher 
principles, beg the preſence of his grace, and leave the dife 
poſall of thy dcliverance to his wifſedom, what our Saviour 
faich of the Kingdom of God, ſeek that firſt, and all theſe ſhall 
be added , that may I apply to the face of God, ſeek firſt his 
face and 3!l other things that thy neceſſities call for, ſhall be 
co:terred : only let me adde one word more, As thou craveſt 
Gods preſence with thee, pur (in far from thee, diſtrefle in» 
viteth him co thee, but fin ſeparates him from thee : let nor 
any iniquity rule over thee,and then God will be with thee, 
nor (hall any calamity prevail againſt thee, 

Toend this, we all cither are or may be called to fail 
through che waters of tribulation, and ſurely what will be 
more fit then thac, what God here promiſeth, we ſhould 
pray for z to beſeech him, who of his great mercy did fave 
Noah and his Family in the Ark from periſhing by wa» 
cer, and did ſafely leade the Children of //-ael through 
the Red Sca , that he wou'd be pleaſed ſo to behold us 
with his favour, be with us by his grace, and refreſh us 


with bis preſence, that we being rooted in faich, joyful 
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through hope,and ftedfaft in patience, may fo paſſe the waves 
of this rroublefome world, as finatly we may come to the 
land of everlaſting life, where being exalted above all the 
waters of forrow, and ſet down at the right hand of the Ma- 
jeſty on high, we may be with him, beholding his face in glo- 
ry to all erernity. 

And now to cloſe upall in a literall application of this 
Scripcure, to thoſe who go down into the deep, and more 
eſpecially to you my honoured Lord : being now to take a 
long voyage, and tranſplant your ſelf with you fruitful Vine 
and Olive-plants, for a time intoa farre Countrey, What 
God ſaid to Abraham, Gen 12.1, he ſeems to lay to you, 
Get thee ont of thy C ountrey. and from thy kinaved, and from 
thy Fathers hoſe toa Land that [ Will ew thee. The way 
you are to paſſe is through [he great waters, and therefore 
cavnot but be perilous. Anacharſis being asked in what 
number he ſhould put choſe that went to Sea, whether a- 
mong the living or the dead, was doubrfull, 4» inter wives 
habendi, qui vitam undarum ac ventorum arbitrio commiſſiſ< 
ſemr, whether they ſhould be reckoned among the living 
who commit their lives to the mercy of windes and waves, 
he ſpake in choc like av Heathen, Chriſtians know better, «ho 
recommend themſcives into the hanos of God, that rules 
both, but however, Sea- voyages are doubtlefle attended 
With many dangers; it was a true faying of the ſame Phis 
loſopher, io wrich the Apoſtle aliuderh, who being told the 
diſtance of the Ships deck irom che water was four fingers, 
anſwered, 7 antidum abſunt a morte qui navigant, there is but 
{o much ſpace berween death and Sea-men; indeed Souldi- 
ers 10 the Wars, and Paſlengers in the Sea, alwaies carry their 
lives in their hand, bur yet this is not all, as your paſſage is 
dubious, fo the place where you are to go probably dange- 
rous; likely ir is you may meet with difficulties at your in» 
orefic, and being to live amongſt, and converſe with a bar- 
barous people, troubles will renew themſclves during your 
abode : ſo that having paſt chrough the waters 1n a literall 
ſenſe, and come to land, you mult {till expeRt to paſs through 
| worſe 
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worſe waters, I mean, the furious rage of unreaſonable men, 
But let this golden word Emmanwl be your ſupport; let 
that precious ſentence, If God be for us Who can be againſt ts, 
be your continuall meditation; a Scripture, with which 
Maximilian the Emperor was ſo much in love, that he cau- 
ſed it to be wrought in Checquer-work upon his Table, let 
it ratherbe imprinted in your Honours breaſt to your ſolace 
and comfort. Your calling is juſt and full, having the ſtamp 
of Royal Majeſty upon it, the conſent of the honourable Se. 
nate to ir, aud the eleRtion of that worſhipfull Society, 
whoſe affairs you are to manage, concurring With it, The 
Service you undertake is not only Lawful but Noble, to be 
an Embaſſadour from EZxglands Monarch for his SubjeRts 
Trade and Commerce with the 7 wr ki Empire; and ſurely 
going about ſo needfull a work with ſo good a warrant, you 


need not doubt of the Almightics aſſiſtance to make the ſuc- 


cclle happy. 

If then che parting with your Native ſoyl, neer allies, and 
familiar friends crouble you, remember when theſe are farre 
off, God isat hand, Is was the Plalmiſt comfort, when my 
father and moth-r for ſake me, then the Lord will take me up, 
Pſal.27.10 give me leave with a little alteration and inver- 
fion to 2pp!y ic ſor your encouragement, when you muſt 
leave mther, kindred and acquaintance, God will take you 
up, and (ſtand by you, 

If the peril of che Seas or ſtorms affright you, ingage by 
faith and praicr divipe power to, and for you. It was the 
proud ſpeech of Ce/ar to his Mariner, who was afraid in a 
deſperate ſtorm: nid times? Ceſaremwebs & fertunes ejua, 
Why doit thou fear ? thou carrieſt Ce/ar and his fortunes 
with chee 5 Wich better confidence may your Honour ſay in 
the midſt of a violent (ſtorm, Why ſhould I deſpair who have 
God and his ſtrengeh with me; it is obſervable of the Hea-» 
then, whitherſoever they went they would (till carry theic 
gods with them, ſo e£neas adviled his father, 

T # genitor 6.4pe ſacra manu pairioſque penates. 
A praQtice well befirting Chriſtians to make choice of the 
true 
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| Fſ.107-23,24 true God for their convoy through the troublous Seas, They 


that po down into the deep (ſaith the Plalmiſt) ſee the wonders 
of the Lord, indeed, as he is mercifully preſent in all places,fo 


 heſbews himſelf wonderfully preſent in the waters ; there 


it is he ofttimes works porenter & patenter, with power and 
glory; ſo that the finger of a Deity evidently appears : of him 
it is that may be moſt truly affirmed which the Poets feign 
of Vifſes, that he carried the windes in his hand, and could 
command them at his pleaſure, he can rebuke the tormy 
windes, ſtill the raging of the waves, baving in bis hands as 
well the deprhs of the Sea, the windes of the air, as the cor- 
ners of the earth, | 

Laſtly,when che longinquity of the place,inhumanity of the 
people,whither,and among whom you are going may perplex 
you; think God faith to you, as in another caſe he did to 74- 
cob, Fear not,I Will go down with thee into Egypt, his power, 
prudence, and providence ſhajl ſtand by you to remove all 
difficulties,and prevent all deſigns,he will command his An- 
gels to pitch their tents about you, and keep you in all his 
Waies. 

I end my conſolation from God to you with an invocation 
on God for you, that your egrefle may be cheerful, your pro- 
grefſe ſucceſſeful,your regreſle joyful. When you put forth to 
Sea, may the Almighty be with you, and ſhut you into the 
ſhip,as he did No«b with his family into the Ark, to ſave you 
from the raging waters, When you ſhall arrive ſafe ac your 
deſired haven, May the Omnipotent be with you as he was 
with 7oſepb,(hew you mercy,and give you favour in the ſight 
of all with whom you ſhall have todo. And when the aps 
pointed time of your return ſhall come, may the ſame pow- 
erful preſence ſtill accompany you as it did acob in his re- 
turn from Padan Aram,that you may come again with your 
deareſt Conſort and children, to your fathers houſe in peace, 
and there build an Altar to the God of your mercies. 
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